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morgaoshire, where rude romantic rocks and water-falls present 
themselves, until the roaming tourist, tired of highland scenes, 
may pass through the vale of Neath into Glamorganshire, or 
go over to see the works of Merthyr Tidvil, and return from 
thence to Brecon. I refer the reader to Mr. Jones and to the 
tourists for farther observations on that part of the county, and 
shall in my next conduct him from Brecon to the extremity of 
the county on the eastern side. 

I remain. Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

Ieuan. 



LETTER VII. 

Mmmtaincm Country— Town of Brecon— Ancient State— Modem 
Improvements — The King's Visit. 

Sir, — In coming into Brecon from Merthyr, or from Neath, 
there is a pleasure felt by one not fond of Alpine scenes, espe- 
cially in stormy weather, to find himself once more in a low- 
land district. The sons of the valley shudder at the storm, and 
dread the spirits of the mountain, and gladly welcome the fire- 
side. Even at this season of the year, we are pleased with a 
mountain ride rather for the pleasure of surveying the cultivated 
country, and admiring the contrast of hill and dale. Whatever 
objection be made to a mountainous country, it has certain ad- 
vantages, as it respects both pleasure and health, and, what most 
esteem a matter of consequence, opulence ; for among our hills 
are found Shepherd Kings and Iron Kings, as well as persons 
of inferior note, who are healthy, and wealthy, and wise. 

To speak once more of the town, Brecon is a borough 
town, from the first date of the incorporation of England and 
Wales. For ages it had been a separate jurisdiction, subject 
to its ovni Lord Marcher, the last of whom fell by his am- 
bition, or at least by fondly presuming on his claim to the gra- 
titude of the Tudors, on his father's account. A similar in- 
stance was exhibited in the son of Sir Rhys ap Thomas. Both 
of these young noblemen fell victims to the displeasure of the 
tyrannic Henry the Eighth, whose father had been raised to the 
throne by the exertions of their family. 

The improvements made in the present town within the last 
thirty or forty ye^rs, whether as to general appearance or pub- 
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Uc conTenience, are' very considerable ; for within that period a 
great part of it has been rebuilt. Besides the Narigation 
which communicates with the port of. Newport, and the Rail- 
way into Herefordshire, it has coaches to and from the capital, 
both through Worcester and Gloucester, besides regular Stage 
Waggons. 

Many gentlemen of property, and of genteel professions, 
reside here, and many respectable tradesmen. Two or three 
are engaged in the woollen manufactures : good narrow cloths, 
as well as blankets and flannels, are made here ; for such a 
trade this town is well situated as to water and other conye- 
niences. 

Last September the town was honoured with the presence of 
our gracious Sovereign, his present Majesty, in his way from 
Milford. The evening turning out to be wet, and the King 
having been much harassed, the inhabitants were disappointed 
of seeing their Prince and their Sovereign : only a few who prcr 
sented themselves before the window of the dining room, had 
that honour. Hb Majesty partook freely of the dinner, hastily 
got up for him, at the Marquis of Camden's house at the Priory, 
Colonel Wood, the Member, having the honour of performing 
the duty of master of the house. The town was illuminated, 
and the King was pleased with the attentions, which, he under- 
stood, the gentlemen and die inhabitants at large wished to 
shew, had circumstances permitted. A respectable cavalcade 
was formed at an early hour in the morning, to escort the King 
into Monmouthshire, for which they received his Majesty's 
thanks at parting, expressed with his usual affability. The 
colonel's ancestor. Sir Henry Williams, had the honour of pay- 
ing his respects to a former Monarch, under circumstances less 
propitious. What could be more pleasing than to see the 
greatest Prince in Europe travelling unprotected, except by th« 
loyalty of his subjects. 

I shall now take no farther notice of the town of Brecon, 
taking a respectful leave for the present, and in my next letter 
shall conclude my obsservations on the County. 

I remain, Sir, 

Yours, &c. 

Ieuan. 



